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me, but as a policy, because the Congress believes that it is the
right and best thing for India, a nation of three hundred and fifty
millions, to do. A nation of 350 million people does not need the
dagger of the assassin, it does not need the poison bowl, it does
not need the sword, the spear or the bullet. It needs simply a
will of its own, an ability to say "No", and that nation is today
learning to say "No".

But what is it that that nation does? Summarily, or at all,
dismiss Englishmen? No. Its mission is today to convert English-
men. I do not want to break the bond between England and
India, but I do want to transform that bond. I want to trans-
form that slavery into complete freedom for my country. Gall
it 'complete independence' or whatever you like, I will not quarrel
about that word, and even though my countrymen may dispute
with me for having taken some other word, I shall be able
to bear down that opposition so long as the content of the word
that you may suggest to me bears the same meaning. Hence I
have times without number to urge upon your attention that the
safeguards that have been suggested are completely unsatisfactory.
They are not in the interests of India.

Three experts from the Federation of Commerce and Industry
have in their own manner, each in his different manner, told you
out of their expert experience how utterly impossible it is for any
body of responsible Ministers to tackle the problem of admini-
stration when 80 per cent of India's resources are mortgaged
irretrivably. Better than I could have shown to you they have
shown, out of the amplitude of their knowledge, what these finan-
cial safeguards mean for India. They mean the complete cramp-
ing of India. They have discussed at this table financial safe-
guards, but that includes necessarily the question of Defence and
the question of the Army. Yet, while I say that the safeguards
are unsatisfactory as they have been presented, I have not hesitated
to say, and I do not hesitate to repeat, that the Congress is pledg-
ed to giving safeguards, endorsing safeguards which may be de-
monstrated to be in the interests of India.

At one of the sittings of the Federal Structure Committee, I
had no hesitation in amplifying the admission and saying that these
safeguards must be also of benefit to Great Britain. I do not
want safeguards which are merely beneficial to India and prejudi-
cial to the real interests of Great Britain. The fancied interests of
India will have to be sacrificed. The fancied interests of Great
Britain will have to be sacrificed. The illegitimate interests of
India will have to be sacrificed. The illegitimate ^interests of